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UNCLAS DUSSELDORF 0073 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT, PL, GW 

SUBJ: STATUS OF MAJDANEK TRIAL-DEFENDANT RYAN RELEASED 
FROM CUSTODY 

REF: 77 DUESSELDORF 2000 

1. FORMER MAJDANEK CONCENTRATION CAMP SUPERVISOR 
HERMINE RYAN-BRAUN-STEINER, NOW ON TRIAL IN THE 
DUESSELDORF DISTRICT COURT, WAS RELEASED FROM CUSTODY 
ON JAN 10, 1978, BY ORDER OF THE STATE SUPREME COURT. 

2. MRS. RYAN WAS TAKEN INTO CUSTODY ON DEC 8, 1977 
FOR ATTEMPTING TO COERCE A POLICE WITNESS. THE 
SUPREME COURT RULED THAT THERE WERE NO GROUNDS FOR 
DETENTION OF THE DEFENDANT, WHO IN THE COURT'S OPINION 
HAD ACTED IN A STATE OF GREAT EXITEMENT. NONE OF THE 
OTHER 13 DEFENDANTS IS IN CUSTODY. 

3. AFTER 222 DAYS OF TRIAL THE COURT HAS HEARD 

MORE THAN 150 WITNESSES AND IS PLANNING TO HEAR AT LEAST 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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PAGE 02 DUSSEL 00073 121558Z 

ANOTHER 100 WITNESSES. THUS THE 

TRIAL, WHICH OPENED ON NOV 26, 1975 MAY WELL 

BECOME THE LONGEST TRIAL IN GERMANY AFTER WORLD WAR II, 

SURPASSING THE AUSCHWITZ TRIAL HELD IN FRANKFURT SOME 
TWENTY YEARS AGO. IT IS EXPECTED TO BE THE LAST LARGE- 
SCALE WAR CRIMES TRIAL. DUX 
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